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Draw a picture of a character or event from the story.  Make sure to 
include details in your drawing.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Caption:  Anna’s family sets the Blessing Cup on Uncle Genya’s 
sideboard without him noticing before they leave his home.  
 
 

Predictions 
Write three predictions about what you think will happen next or later in 
the story.  Use evidence from the text to support your prediction. 
 
1. I predict the czar’s soldiers will force the family to leave.  The author 
says life was made harder every time they came. 
 
2. I predict that the tea set will be an important part of the story.  It is the 
family’s most valuable possession.  The tea set is also in color on pages 
that are mostly black and white.  It seems that the author wants us to notice 
the tea set the most. 
 
3. I predict that the family will have to sell the tea set for the expensive 
boat tickets.  It is probably worth a lot of money since it has fine details 
and is made of China.  It should be enough for the passage. 
 

Important 
What do you think were the three most important moments, details, 
or events from the reading?  Why? 
 
1. The czar ordering all Jews to leave Russia is important because it creates 
a problem for the main characters.  How are they going to get to their new 
home? 
 
2. Papa collapsing is important because it led the family to Uncle Genya 
who would buy the traveling papers and the tickets for the family.  It would 
have most likely taken a lot longer for the family to get those papers on 
their own. 
 
3.  The family keeping one teacup is important because it serves as a 
reminder of Uncle Genya’s kindness for many generations that followed. 

 
 
 



 

 

Characters 
Pick three characters from the story.  For each character, include at least 
two traits.  Use specific examples from the story to support each trait.  
 
Character #1A: Mama is very trusting.  Aunt Rebecca gave Mama and Papa 
a tea set as a wedding gift and said that anyone who drinks from it has a 
blessing from God.  Mama believed this to be true and made sure her family 
drank from the cup every day. 
Character #1B: Mama is protective.  When the czar’s soldiers were near, 
Anna and Magda were frightened.  Mama gathered them in her arms and 
rocked them.  When the fire started, Mama gathered Anna and Magda in the 
goat house to hide. 
 
Character #2A: Papa is religious.  When he packed their items for the move 
from Russia, he packed their menorah, the sofar, his tallis, and the holy 
books.  These items are important in his Jewish faith. 
Character #2B: Papa is grateful.  Papa became very sick and couldn’t earn 
the money to take his family to America.  Uncle Genya raised the money and 
got their traveling papers.  Papa was so thankful that he fell to his knees and 
cried. 
 
Character #3A: Uncle Genya is compassionate.  When Papa got sick, he 
took the family into his own home and grew fond of Anna and Magda.  He 
let them stay even though he knew the soldiers would not like it. 
Character #3B: Uncle Genya is generous.  When the family needed to leave 
for America, he sold his beautiful Persian rug to buy their tickets and obtain 
their traveling papers. 

Questions 
Did anything confuse you from the reading?  If so, write three questions 
below.  If not, create three challenging discussion questions relating to the 
text.   
 
1. Why is Anna afraid of the czar’s soldiers? 
 
2. What happened to Uncle Genya after Anna’s family left? 
 
3. How can we be like Uncle Genya in our own lives today? 
 
 

Vocabulary 
As you read, identify three unknown words.  Write the original 
sentence and circle the unknown word.  Look up the unknown word in a 
dictionary and write the appropriate definition.   
 
1. She climbed up on the warming stove and pulled down something that 
was lovingly covered with embroidered cloth.   
 
Embroidered means decorated with ornamental needlework. 
 
2. And even though their lives were humble because there was never 
enough money.   
 
Humble means not high in rank or status. 
 
3.  When Uncle Genya came back, he asked the family to go into the 
parlor. 
 
Parlor means a room in a house or apartment that is used for conversation 
or for spending time with guests. 
 

Connections 
Write three text-to-self, text-to-world, or text-to-text connections. 
Label each connection. 
 
1.  Text-to text: “The Blessing Cup” is quite similar to “The Keeping 
Quilt.”  In both books, only one object is colored; everything else is black 
and white.  The colored object is passed down through generations. 
 
2.  Text-to self: Anna’s family treasured the China tea set.  I have a few 
special tea sets that I will treasure for the rest of my life.  Anna’s great 
aunt gave her family the tea set.  My grandma also gave me tea sets. 
 
3.  Text-to world: The Jews being forced to leave Russia by foot in the 
book is very similar to what the Native Americans had to do during the 
Trail of Tears.  The journey was long and difficult. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


